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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kaneko et al. (Kaneko) (Pub. No.: 2002-032013) in view of well know art. 

With regard to claim 1 , Kaneko discloses a method for making written 
documents available to the visually impaired, comprising: generating machine 
readable information (paragraph 0021), and tactilely readable information 
(paragraphs 0008, 0015); and scanning a document (paragraphs 0021 , 0024). 

Kaneko does not teach a cover sheet including machine readable 
information. However it is well know in the art that a fax including a cover sheet 
(Official Notice). Since Kaneko's invention is for visually impaired person and 
Kaneko's suggested of using machine readable information (paragraph 0012) 
and tactilely readable information^isually impaired person. 

-fe &»*i'S+* 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to provide a cover sheet including machine readable 
information for summarizing the faxed document for the visual impaired person. 
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With regard to claim 2, Kaneko discloses wherein the document includes 
at least one user-selectable parameter, and the method further comprises 
selecting the at least one user-selectable parameter (paragraph 0020). 

With regard to claim 3, Kaneko discloses wherein selecting the at least 
one user-selectable parameter includes checking a box on the sheet (paragraph 
0020). 

With regard to claim 4, Kaneko discloses wherein the at least one user 
selectable parameter includes at least one email address (paragraph 0013). 

With regard to claim 5, Kaneko discloses wherein the at least one user 
selectable parameter includes a database (paragraph 0032). 

With regard to claim 6, Kaneko discloses wherein the at least one user 
selectable parameter includes a group printer (paragraph 0010). 

With regard to claim 7, Kaneko discloses further comprising tactilely 
reading the cover sheet (paragraphs 0013, 0015). Here, by using FAX. It must 
have a cover sheet. 

With regard to claim 8, the subject matter is similar to claim 1 . Therefore 
the rejection on claim 8 is the same as rejection on claim 1 . 

With regard to claim 9, Kaneko discloses wherein the sheet also contains 
user selectable markings (paragraph 0024). 

With regard to claim 10, Kaneko discloses wherein the tactilely readable 
markings includes a description of the user-selectable features (paragraphs 
0024, 0025). 
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With regard to claim 1 1 , Kaneko discloses wherein the user selectable 
markings include at least one email address (paragraph 0013). 

With regard to claim 12, Kaneko discloses wherein the tactilely readable 
markings include Braille (paragraph 0015). 

With regard to claim 13, Kaneko discloses wherein the machine readable 
markings include a bar code (paragraph 0015). 

With regard to claim 14, Kaneko discloses wherein the machine readable 
markings includes glyphs (paragraph 0015). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Quang N. Vo whose telephone number is 
5712701 121 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-5:00PM 
Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached on 5712727406. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/736,663 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2625 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. _ 
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